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Project 1.32 - Conclusions and Next Steps

1.Towards a Northern 
Australian Regional 
Planning Community of 
Practice

2.Sentinel Case Studies and 
Supporting Data Layers

3.Embedding Strong 
Knowledge Systems Within 
Regions



Governance Systems Analysis Method

Collective Analysis to Improve Complex Beasts 



In Most Northern Regions There May be up to 30 Distinct 

Governance Subdomains With Shared Knowledge Needs
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Key Scenarios Without Systemic Improvement:

Gilbert River Region

Scenario 1: Continuing economic 
stagnation, traditional owners 
marginalized and environmental decline

Scenario 2: Wildcard development risks.

Versus:

Scenario 3: Long term sustainable 
development of the Gilbert catchment



Key Forward Directions:

Douglas Daly Region

• Solution 1: Local Indigenous Nation Building & 
Country-based Planning.

• Solution 2: Establishing an Integrated 
Agricultural RD&E Hub. 

• Solution 3: Collective Approaches to Managing 
Trade-Offs

• Solution 4: Progression of a Pilot Bio-regional 
Planning Approach

• Solution 5: Trialing New Approach to Delivering 
Offset and Ecosystem Service Markets

• Solution 6: Building Knowledge Coordination 
System for Condition and Trend Monitoring and 
Future Development Assessment 



Emerging Directions:

Pilbara Region (Tentative Only)

• Success of the Pilbara Region has major 
implications for the Australian Economy.

• Much bigger implications emerging from the 
lack of social assessment in EPBC work. 

• Existing resource rights largely locked in, 
necessitating genuine partnership between 
governments, resource industry, TOs & the 
region’s pastoralists for regional planning.

• Significant offset money in the system 
(PEOF), but still no strong and prioritised 
works planning and delivery framework.



Summary and Where to From Here

• Without strong regional planning, 
outlook scenarios are poor.

• Ongoing support for progression of 
solutions in each region.

• Towards a package approach to 
enhanced regional planning activities 
in these three priority regions.

• Explicitly work with DCCEEW on 
regional offset governance. 

• Strong desire to continue a vibrant 
Community of Practice.
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www.nespmarinecoastal.edu.au

Contact:

Logos can go here . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Thank you

Allan Dale – allan.dale@jcu.edu.au
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